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This letter is in responx to your letter to Capt3in Mike Rosecr3ns cf rk &far-in< Szi;=?’ Center 
dated Iiovember 1-l. 1996. regardins the applicability of 46 CFR Subch3pter L to existing v,ess,-is 
which had been prc.. ==liously certificated as offshore supply vessels (OSL-sj. Since this issue h3s 
broad appiicabilirq-, Cqtain Rosecrans forkv3rded your letter to this okice in or&: th3; n-2 ma) 

establish a consistent national policy. 

In Octgbsr 1996: the Eighth Coast Guard Distrxt Commander (mj 15szed 3 polic). lrlnsr 01; ifiz 

recertitjcation ofoce3nographic research vesse!s returning to OS1’ s~n.ice under 
46 CFR Subchapter I. vice 46 CFR Subch3pter L [the interimfina! I-J!Z (IFR)]. .4s v.?rb3lly 
~on~-s~~~~rl by LiclJb,.i;,,i f-~r--y Csmnxmde: St22hs3 Iknrz 0Fmv st3fi: 2;.~: 2:iisrin5 i.es;eI i-neerin(2 I 
c,rits:ia similar to rlxt listed in the Eighth District letter should be accegt3ble for recertitilc3ticn 
under 46 CFR Subchapter I. To clarify; this poiicy, an 3m<ndmenr tc the >lxine S3fcc hlanual 

(MSXlj is 3ttxhed. It will be incorporated into a f&i-C ,- rn revision of :he >!SXI. It expands the 
District’s policy by alloning any vesse! previously inspected as an OS\. under Subchapter I to 
,. , - , ,-.- -. OCT’ <.a-.;-.> r~rri~r thz. inc~~~+cn rg!;rl”“?r< ~F<I,J!v-~T~T-Y~- T f,nr ~1,~ l:r:, ,~f~h~ _. ___. _ _ _ ._ _. - . _ 

vessel. Likewise, OS\*s previously inspected under 46 CFR Subchcarx T may also be 
recertirixred unkr Subcilapia- T. Eli5 grxiciir!rh~ring pTd\ iSic;il bhll FCli;iliil'a.l\ Lii;dbl< id ;Ilc 

\Yssel. pro~:id,-d there a. i ‘2 no 3!t?mtions: or changes in route or ser,?ce. nhich are determined to 
incrxse the hazxds to Lvhich it might be subjected. This policy is consistent nith both the 
Subchapw L t?c>i!c’P Cj’Jl’yi*Cl;GSPd iXlL’i71~kil~~ pr?L!X bir: Is: addr=s;ing pr:\~icusl:~ ins??c:ed 
vesszl~ xd prior d f - t!~:. the prav-isions ofSa::i&on and 1-es;<i ir.s;six Circulx S-9 1 (X’IC 
S-S 1). !V13king rc ~?:rence to t!lz regu!3tor,. prcjsct n.hic!l kcxxe Sk<h3ptsr L, SI’IC P-9 1 stzrtl\i 

?-.I*: *-Thaw r~l?<. or.cc’ cromulnzted. ls.i!l nnn!v to ne1.i. \.esse!s.” , .LL -: . 
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SUBJ: RESPOSSE TO O&ISA REG,XRDIXG PREVIOUSLY INSPECTED OSVs 

In c3xs where existing gmndf3thered OSVs undergo alter3tions or upgades to the equipment or 
systems which do not constitute 3 major conversion. the alter3tion or upqded system or 
equipment lvill be r squired to comply lrith the pertinent re-wl3tions of-!6 CFR Subch3pter L. 

Regarding previousl!. inspected OSL-s which change. or hate changed. to tiei& vessel service 
under Subchapter I, the Coast Guxd h3s held the position that this ch3ngd in sexice a!one does 
not equate to a change in vessel type for the purposes of a major conversion detemin3tion under 
46 USC 3 lOi( l-!aj. Here. the te:m previously inspected OSVs refers to \.essels contra&d for 
ptior TV 113rch 15, 1 A / 006, md n.hich had been certificated uzdrr Subclqtz I. Fro:~.el~.r. !he 
converse is not true. X cJ+ ,,Lific3tzd i.essel in freight ship s=rv,ice ~x.hicl: h:d been contrzcted fcr 
prior to &larch 15> 1996, and had not been previously c,. a+ricared as an OS\i-, Lvhich changes tc 
OSV x,-ice n-ou!d be subject to 3n initi31 inspection under -l6 CFR Subckpter L. Gzsra!l>~. 2’1 
OS\- is considered a freight ship engqed in a unicye sqnent of the fki$: fcr hire busin;ls_; - 
support of offshore miner31 and oil exploitation. Hone:-er. the st3bility 2nd design rquirements 
of an OSV certific3ted under Subchapter L are more stringent and com,rizr in ccrxariscn trj 
thOj2 for 3 freight Ship cEtifiC3t2d under Subchapter I. Sixi!arly. 2 \.ss?j c=ziric3tetd 25 3 s;r?zii 
passenger vessel under Subchapter T (not an OS\- under Tj \i.hich ch3ngss ser,.ice to OS1* is 
cor,sideX:! ch3nging !.SSse! t>p e 3nd nouid b? sdbjecr tfo an initk! inspes:ion ucd?tr -k! CFR 
Subc!?aprer L as a nex OS\‘. Consquent!;.~: other existing vessels n-hich kd 110: bez? 
previously inspected for OSV senice. lvill be required to ~0mp1~ with Subchap:?: L as c=l>. 
osvs 

In r:sixns.z to the SIXa:, ton &it!] the Jf,?-STRO.VG ICEL1.?YlER. sir.cr ;?is l.ess?i b~ti 5::~ 
lx-...- _ ~~.;~~uslv inspected 2s an 0%’ under Subchanter I. recertitication 3s m 051. under Eubch3pte: I 
is av3ilable for the li<z of the vesssi provided the t~stl c.35 not altsrxl as prex, iousiy discussZ. 

-: -, LT- .’ . . . . 1 > CL C..LnL, -..,.. T  : _ a..-..?,.--3 4 .,-, L., ,,,'rl;,l., 1 :l,..dl.. ~J.,-2-.ll.,. '1.:; I.,,:,,- .I,-:".,< 
_ .I_ . . . . . . . . . . - . . -_-.--.._ y-e. - __ -.-- --.- - .- - . c..- _____. _ _ _ . '._' 

the appiic3bilirY of th 62 regu!ations 10 existing V2SSills 322 @.CSS )‘Our n?rr,bers:?i:, ajjcr?gC? 

regrding the &ai;d%:hering of przliouslv inspected OS\--s. 

Sincerely, 



hlarine Safety hhnual Amendment 

GRiViDFATHER PRO1’ISIOh-S FOR OFFSHORE SUPPLY \-ESSELS 

APPLICABILIT’k-: Coast Guard regulations establish minimum standards for \.essels generaIll; 
based upon the principal purpose of the vessel. New regulations. as IveIl as revisions to existing 
reularions, are intended to advance the safety of the vessels and. or the activities particular to the 
vessel’s w-Ace. The inspection of OSVs. however, are unique due to the provisions of public 
law 96-375. Under 46 U.S.C. 3202(h), an OSV certificated ad operating on Jazuary 1, 1979, 1s 
subject to sn inspection standard or requirement only if the stzndxd or requirement could have 
been prescribed under authoriF existing under law on October 5, 19SO. The Coast Guard 
reco-tizes this statute ;is a gndfathering provision intended specificaliy for OSVs which LVSI-2 

czMicztx! under ’ -A CFR Subchapter I or T when Public Law 96-378 ix.3~ passed. At that time. 
law makers envisioned that implementing regulations specifically designed to address the unique 
services-requirements of an OSV lvould be published in the nex future. In reality, the interim 
widance of h?ICs 8-S 1: change 1 to 8-81, and S-91 were used for inspection pu?oses up to t:;c: 5 
effxtil:e dzte of the 46 CFR Subchapter L interim fin21 rile. March 15. 1996. Therefore. 
e:;is:inc @CL’s n-hich had bee?. preI*iously inspected. may be inspected for recenificxion in 
ascor&nc~ lvith NL’IC S-9 1 under the subchapter of their 13s; Cer,i5xrt ~7fInsw~tion. 45 CFR 
Subchzptsr I or T, pro\,ided it meets each of the folloning limitxlons: 

(aj The \.essel \vas cont:x:2d for before March 15, 1996; 

(Sj Sufficient e:.ickic 2 exists that ths vesse! had beenpi-e:,ig!lsi:- cerriEczt:ii 2s az 051.. 
under 46 CFR Subchapter I, or T, in accordance nith ?A’IC SS i: S-S 1 change 1: or 
3-1-1c s-91; 



hlarine Safet\, hianual Amendment 

GK-lNDFATHER PROlXIO>S FOR OFFSHORE SLyPPLl’ \-ESSELS (continued) 

This grandfarhering provision doss rx[ relie1.t the ~IXXI from ~ns<lt~~!~ Sabc!;apt~: I c: T 
requiremenis which would have been required had the cessel remained in OS\- se-ice. For 
eunmp!2. xwther interim rule. 46 CFR part 30 et al. [6 1 FR 25273]. commonly referxti YP 2: 
St:bch3pfer IIT, in:?iementz2 lifes3l:ing equipmenr and arxngem2zt r2;uire:xents \:%ict 2ppIi. ;J . _ 
all L.C. fias OS\.s. Depending upon the inte:T.;11 since irs Ills: Coas: GxrI1 S:~;CLIX! icspec:ion. 
thz OSI;’ m2>’ be requixd to underso internal strxcrura! and or drydock exxrnin~tizns pr:tir [o 
ce:-tiric;liion. . 


